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April 2010
New Course Offered to residential groups at Cliffe House.
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Over the last few weeks we have been trialling a new course, ‘Bushcraft’, at Cliffe House for our residential school groups. All the groups that have trialled the course have been full of enthusiasm for the activities and so this is now being offered as an activity to all our residential groups.
Activities include shelter building, use of small tools such as saws and loppers, safe use of fires for campfires and cooking, willow weaving and natural bead jewellery making
Here two girls are starting to build their shelter using a tarpaulin, ropes and anything they can find in the wood.
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Two boys work together to carry a heavy log to their shelter for one of the seats.
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Saw guards were used to cover the blades once the sawing was finished. 
[image: image5.jpg]


[image: image6.jpg]


Rosie discussing fire safety rules with a group of children before attempting to start a fire using a spark generator.
After being taught to use a saw safely, children worked in teams to saw up the willow branches to make the fire pit frame.
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Next they collected tinder and kindling and use their spark generators to try and start their tiny fires inside the fire pits.
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Once alight the kindling was added to the burning tinder to feed the fire.
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Success, the first small flame appears and their mini fire is started.
Now you see it, now you don’t
Toasting marshmallows on the group fire.

Bookings.
Cliffe House is now almost full for residential bookings (Monday – Friday) during term time until July 2011. Bookings are still available for both weekends and school holiday periods and there are still some day visits available during this coming term. Due to building work that is likely to be going on during the autumn term we are not taking day visit bookings from school groups from September to Xmas 2010.
Booking confirmations for the academic year 2010 – 2011 are at present going out to schools. All schools that have requested a booking should have had their allocation notified by the end of April 2010.

