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January 2010
The revamp of the Cliffe House Playground is nearing completion and, snow allowing, is due to be officially opened on the 22nd January 2010. There will still be some work to finish in the Snake Garden due to the snow but it is hoped that The Adventure Playground will be finished in time for the opening.
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The playground has many new elements including a giant tyre tunnel to climb on or through, a zip wire and low level equipment suitable for both key stage 1 + 2 children.
At the moment work is going on, under very difficult circumstances, to try and complete the high level, more adventurous equipment, aimed at key stage 2 or above. This equipment is being built around the woodland trees and will have walkways, barrel crawls, a slide, a rope swing and a ‘crow’s-nest’ turret.
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New high level adventure playground under construction (left) before Christmas and (below) covered in snow after the first snowfall.
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The old Secret Garden / new Snake Garden used for den building and general play will also be revamped with better den building facilities, a fire pit for evening use, and our new ‘resident’ – the snake sculpture made by Mike Disley for the 2009 Chelsea Flower Show and donated to Cliffe house by Marshalls Mono Ltd the owners of the quarry in Shepley, where it was made.
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The picnic area for day visitors is also being revamped and has a new shelter to create a shady seated area in hot weather!
February 2010
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The new playground is now open and has been used for a week. As well as being available to schools visiting Cliffe House it is also open for public sessions on Saturdays, 10.30 – 3.00, when there will be play workers present to supervise activities. The playground is not open to the public at any other time.

Children from Linthwaite Clough School drumming group entertained visitors at the opening of the adventure playground with a fantastic display of drumming before the official opening took place. Invitations to attend were sent to all the schools that had watched the building of the playground but were unable to use it during the September to Christmas term and also to the many local firms that had donated materials to help with the creation of the area.
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, Cllr. Julie Stewart – Turner, watched by consort Darrell Turner and Cllr. Christine Stanfield, cuts the ribbon to officially open the playground, 

[image: image13.jpg]



[image: image14.jpg]


 Some of the children and the Mayor try out the ‘bouncy bridge’ and other equipment in the newly opened playground.

Snow, snow and more snow!
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The recent snow failed to stop Cliffe House operating as normal with children visiting the Centre even when schools were closed! We managed to keep most of the activities but also included new ones such as snow sculptures and ‘bin bagging’ on the local fields.
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Children enjoy the snow in the Snake Garden and blaze a trail through the knee deep snow in the fields around Shepley.
Bookings.
Cliffe House is currently full for residential bookings (Monday – Friday) during term time until July 2010. Bookings are still available for both weekends and school holiday periods and there are still some day visits available during the spring and summer terms.
Bookings for 2010/2011 are now being taken and all schools should have had an emailed bookings booklet. Booking forms need to be returned by 13th March 2010.

