Quarry Visit
You will visit a local sandstone quarry and see the extraction process, how the stone is split, moved to the work shops, sawn and prepared for the customers.
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Here you can see the spoil heaps and quarry saw sheds
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Huge caterpillar diggers pull the stone from the quarry face. It comes out in enormous blocks and often has to be split into smaller pieces before it can be moved.
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Here you can see one of the quarry workers drilling and then splitting the rock.
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Some of the low quality rock is crushed for the construction of roads. Notice all the children are wearing safety helmets.
In winter conditions can be extremely muddy so make sure you have plenty of old clothes with you.
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Once the blocks reach the saw shed they are cut up with either horizontal or circular saws. These saws are sprayed with water to both cool the blade and keep the dust down. The saws cut the stone into thin slices which are then cut again into the shapes and sizes required.
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The saw blades are not sharp but the teeth are made of tungsten steel and have diamonds embedded in them so that they are much harder than the stone. They then rub the stone away as they spin against it or travel across it.
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Once the stone is cut to size it is then wrapped and palleted ready for transportation.
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Mike Disley, a sculptor, works at the quarry and we are usually able to see some of his current work and watch him carve the stone
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Mike’s sculptures are very distinctive and often have a comical element to them.
