Village Study
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Village or settlement studies may involve a variety of activities such as sketching building features, studying building styles, dating buildings and looking at the growth of the village, looking at facilities within the village to compare with your home area, studying traffic flow, or looking at the local graveyard and census data to find out about the lives of people in the past.
The oldest buildings in Shepley date from the 17C and there are many examples of Georgian and Victorian buildings as well as those built more recently.

The building left has ‘weavers’ windows’, the upstairs would have once housed looms for making woollen cloth.

[image: image2.jpg]



[image: image3.jpg]



The doorway to the right is a typical Victorian feature with a window above the door to allow light into the hall or stairs. Smaller houses had a simpler doorway but it still had the window over the top, as can be seen by the photo on the left.
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The more modern houses in Shepley come in all shapes and sizes and while some are made from brick most are still made from the local stone.
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When working in the village we have to be very careful crossing the roads. Wherever possible we all cross at the same time on command of the Cliffe House staff. “Cross now”
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When the weather allows we often spend some time sketching features from the buildings or perhaps you will find yourself studying the graveyard and sketching and/or making notes about the gravestones.
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John and Sarah Ann Greaves had 4 daughters three of whom died by the time they were 20 years old. Which daughter died as a baby? Which daughter lived into her 40’s?
Why did so many people die as children or young adults in Victorian times?

