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This booklet lists the activities available on your residential programme at Cliffe House. Consultation prior to your visit with a member of Cliffe House teaching staff, will allow you to choose the studies for your stay, plus any areas for particular emphasis within a study.

All the staff at the Centre are willing to offer advice and guidance on any programme you wish to follow. Teachers are welcome to come on a pre visit and these are available most days of the week. Please ring or email to make arrangements. The Cliffe House website is now up and running and will gradually be developed to illustrate all of the activities below. www.cliffehouse.co.uk 
We always try and meet the individual needs of schools and the Head of Education is happy to discuss any programme possibility you have in mind.

We look forward to seeing you in the future.

GENERAL ACTIVITIES

Note: each of the bullet points below is one session. If required both pre-visit notes and follow up work, to be done either at Cliffe House (evening session) or back at school, can be supplied. Please request these at time of arranging the course details.

If you would like to do an activity study area that is not listed below then we will always try to meet your needs if possible. Please contact the Head of Centre in the first instance.
Rocks  
· Rock trail – rock connections found in everyday items around Cliffe House grounds e.g. walls, windows, lights, drainpipes, tables, chairs, computers etc. 
· Study of a variety of rocks, investigating hardness, permeability and appearance.

· Weathering – measurement of weathering on a sandstone wall.

Soils
· Investigating different soils from a range of sites – acidity, moisture, humus, rock, etc.

· Soil – what is soil? A detailed study of soil from one site, looking at the animal life within it and composition from surface to subsoil soil.

Quarry
· Visit to a local working quarry and stone yard, looking at – human influence on the environment OR materials (rock). Children will normally see extraction through to the finished product (mostly paving) and will usually have a chance to see sculptor, Mike Disley at work on his latest sculpture. Quarry visits need to be booked in advance.

Issues based study based around a possible future quarry (full half week)
· This study is based around the possibility of a new quarry being developed on the edge of Shepley when present quarries are worked out. 
Possible Activities

· Visit to quarry to observe what goes on and to record noise levels (at various distances from source out to houses on main road), dust levels and any other problems associated with the quarry.
·  Use: Noise / sound meter, digital camera, notes. Also short questionnaire about: Numbers of men employed, number of vehicles going in and out per day, steps taken to lessen noise, dust and mud on road, what happens to the quarry when it is worked out and what would happen to the men if the quarry closed.
· Visit to potential new site to: Measure present noise levels at nearest houses; consider loss of views, measure present traffic flow (if time at low and peak times) and look at potential access points to new site.
· Interview Mr. Addy (local farmer) about whether he was for or against the idea.
· Interview local residents adjacent to proposed area about whether they were for or against the idea – noise, traffic, views, loss of house value etc. to be primed before hand to have an ‘against the quarry’ viewpoint.
· Look at ‘made up’ plant and animal data about the site.
· Groups to be formed to take the stand of various interest groups
1. Local residents

2. Farmer

3. Quarry workers/owners

4. Local Wildlife Group member

5. Council planning officer – summarising the evidence found during groups enquiries.

· Public meeting – each group to give a short presentation (perhaps using Power Point if they are familiar with using it)
This programme takes a full half week
Air pollution and litter
· A variety of simple tests for air pollution in the local area – using lichen surveys, leaf wipes, dust traps.

· Litter – litter survey, problems of litter, dumping and clearing, biodegradability.

Classroom archaeology
· The Dustbin Game – what can we discover about people from what they leave behind? Starting with bags of modern rubbish groups have to try and find out all they can about the people that threw it away e.g. make up of family, interests, eating habits etc. The difference between facts, probability/possibility are considered and how this should influence our reading of history and indeed things such as newspaper reports. We then go on to consider how time in the soil would alter the information available due to decomposition of materials. This then leads on to looking at Victorian rubbish and trying to work out what various objects both partial and whole were used for.
· The Suitcase Game, and The Grave Game are other alternatives that also look at learning from artefacts.

· Reconstruction Game – trying to draw a reconstruction of objects from various sized clues.

Habitats
· Habitat trail – a study of a variety of habitats found in the grounds or local area, including the plants and animals found, an environmental assessment and environmental factors such as light, moisture, wind speed  and temperature measurements.

Woodlands
· Animals – mainly invertebrate collection from different woodland habitats – trees, shrubs, herb layer, leaf litter, etc. Use of keys for identification. Food chains. Small mammal trapping (humane).

· Plants – This could involve a general look at woodland plants. A study of trees, shrubs and ground plants in the local area or a cross section of  a valley. Environmental factors can be included if desired.

· Trees – looking at size, positioning, canopy size, frequency, plus identification using a variety of methods including leaf/bud keys.

· Coniferous forestry – study of a working woodland.

· Broad-leaved/coniferous woodland comparison, this might include plants, animals, light levels, soil moisture and acidity levels etc.

· Hedgerow – study of plants and animals found in a hedgerow.

· Woodland activity walk – local walk including a variety of art, language and sensory experiences.

Grassland

· Grassland plants. This could involve the study of one type of grassland e.g. a lawn or a comparison of two or more types of grassland. Within the grounds and close to the Centre we have lawns, rough grassland, old meadows, silage fields etc. Best done in spring / summer.
· Grassland invertebrates. A comparison of invertebrate life found in grassland habitats.

Pond studies
· Animals – from basic a collection and identification to a study of different microhabitats within the pond. Use of keys, adaptation to environment/lifestyle and food chains/webs can all be considered if desired.To complete the work a commitment to either evening work or follow up back at school may be required.

· Plants – study of the types and positioning of pond plants (zonation).

Stream studies
· Animals – as for ponds or link in with pollution.

· Pollution – collection of invertebrates from sites along a river, using them as pollution indicators. Also simple water quality experiments are possible back in the classroom.

Physical features of streams and rivers

· Physical features – including features created by water (erosion) may be studied on a local stream. This stream has excellent examples of meanders, undercutting, river cliffs, deposition banks, tributaries and small waterfalls.

· Cross- sections and long sections of a riverbed with speed of flow, etc.

· Growth of a river – study of how a river changes along its course, i.e. depth, width, flow, volume. This can be combined with land use of the adjacent land and animal life but would then need two sessions (whole day) to complete. If required we can use palm top computers to process data on a spreadsheet.

Reservoirs
· Features of a reservoir – what happens at the reservoir and where does the water go next. Links in with, human influence on the environment.

Village/settlements

· Settlement study – comparison of Shepley to your local town / village.

· Building styles and ages in Shepley – can concentrate on one age such as Victorians or survey a range of ages.

· Village growth over time, (we have maps from 1829–present) can be combined with a dating exercise or with graveyard and or census data.

· Village facilities. A look at the shops, public buildings, parks, etc. available in Shepley. Compare and contrast with your local area.

· Changes in use and/or appearance of buildings. This would involve looking for buildings that show evidence of change either in use or in the actual building itself such as blocked doors and windows, roof changes and extensions.   

· Graveyard study. Investigate the ages of people that died in pre-Victorian or Victorian graves and compare those with data from a modern graveyard. Why are they so different? Can be combined with a train journey to Penistone if desired.
· Census data. This is available for 1841-1891. Lots of data to investigate employment, names, family size etc.
· *New*.Shepley as a sustainable community. Look at Shepley from the viewpoint of sustainability looking at facilities, local building materials, transport links, local work opportunities, local industries etc.
Cliffe House study
· Detailed study of a house built in the Victorian age. (Due to the use of Cliffe House during the day, this study would usually be done in the evenings – all information and suggested activities will be available for use). Go round the house either as a servant or a guest of the family. How are the two parts of the house different?
Land-Use
· A study of the changes in land use with altitude, slope angle and soil acidity, including weather measurements. This study can be done locally or where numbers are smaller we can use the minibus to use the Holme valley from Holme Moss to Huddersfield.
Farming
· Visits available to local beef, dairy, sheep and pig farms although the time of year will affect what you will see. Sheep farms are best visited in March and  April during lambing.
· Watch the milking at a local dairy farm, and sample the ice cream!

· Visit the local cattle market (Tuesday only).

Micro-climates
· A detailed study of the climatic differences around Cliffe House grounds, including temperature, wind speed, moisture and light levels.

Environmental assessments
· Carried out in urban or rural areas, looking at conditions such as noise levels, views, rubbish, state of buildings, etc. Can be combined with land use survey.
Mills
· Visit to local mills – weaving, dyeing and spinning (by prior arrangement only and dependent on numbers). 

Walks
· Walks can be arranged for a full day or half day (3--9 miles). They may be based on a theme, e.g. bridges, moorland, forestry etc., geared towards map reading development, or just for the experience itself. We can also walk your school to Cliffe House if you are 6 miles or less away from the Centre and are coming on a Monday to Wednesday visit. We would meet you at school for 9.00am and arrive at the Centre in time for lunch.
Mapwork/orienteering
· We have photo orienteering and two difficulty levels of map orienteering courses available to suit the children’s ability and experience.

Team building games
· A wide variety of team building/co-operation games, ideal for all ages and abilities are available. Some of these can be made available as an evening activity if you have the staff available to supervise. 
First aid training and assessment
· The teaching staff at Cliffe House can run a scheme from St. John’s Ambulance – Young Lifesaver’s Award. This teaches how to deal with an unconscious casualty, asthma, choking and CPR. 

Railway journey - The local railway (The Penistone Line), which runs from Huddersfield to Sheffield passes through Shepley and can be used for a range of activities.

· Study of the railway and stations.

· Village or town study using the train as transport (we have two Penistone trails and a Penistone graveyard study available). 

· Walks from or to the train stations.

Train fares would have to be paid for by the children/school. Group discounts are available if booked in advance; prices would depend on the length of journey. 

 National Coal Mining Museum.

This could be either a half or a whole day visit depending on which options were taken up. Possibilities include:-

· Underground tour, approx. 1hour 20 minutes.

· Above ground tour including coal screening plant, engine house, control room, pit pony stables, pithead baths, wages office, drift mouth, haulage house and paddy train, plus The Victorians -1842 gallery. This is an exhibition on the women and children that worked in the mine and on the 1842 Act. Note: This exhibition could be viewed without the rest of the surface tour if wished.
· Other above ground exhibitions include :-

· The Mining Lives Gallery containing sections on – What is coal, modern mining, what is a miner, housing, lamps, management, unions disasters, celebrations, sports and leisure.

· The Coal Interface Gallery containing exhibitions on lighting, pumping, tools, transport in the mines, coal mines and the future of coal and environmental issues.
In addition the museum runs a number of living history workshops that have to be booked in advance and for which there is a charge. Contact the Centre or the Museum direct for latest prices and availability.

NOTE: Schools wishing to take up any of these options should notify the Centre in good time, ideally at the time you confirm your acceptance of your booking but at least 6 weeks before your visit

Vine Street Recycling Plant.


Visits to the Vine Street recycling plant to view the treatment of the green bin waste and the electricity from rubbish plant can be arranged. We need 4-6 weeks notice in order to arrange bookings and only one visit per week is allowed.

Information Technology – IT
· We have available for your use, a set of Pocket Notebook computers. These can be used with a number of the previous activities to enhance the studies where appropriate.

ART AND THE ENVIRONMENT

We are now offering activities based on the theme of Art and the Environment. These activities can be used in a variety of ways:

· As a follow up to a more ‘traditional’ study, e.g. woodland, land use, settlement, etc., in the evening.

· As a stand-alone session either connected to or completely separate from other activities.
· As a series of activities based on a complete ‘Art Week’ (or rather half week).
Most of the activities will be cost- free to the school; where there are costs involved they are stated below.

As some of these activities require materials/resources it would be helpful if you would let us know, a.s.a.p. if you would like to do the activities.

Those activities for which we need advanced warning are marked ‘#’ with an indication of the prior notice needed in brackets e.g. # (4 weeks)

1. Twig weaving. Using natural branches as a frame and weaving with a mixture of materials found by the pupils in the environment and materials already available in the classroom.

2. * New*. Willow sculptures. From January 2011 we will be offering willow sculptures as an art option. This will involve using willow to create simple sculptures – animals, baskets, balls and abstract designs that can be taken back to school.

3. Small animal sculpture. The pupils design, on paper, an imaginary animal for a particular habitat, considering how it moves, feeds, defends itself, etc.  Starting with an egg-shaped lump of clay the animal is created in 3D using the clay and any natural objects from the grounds. # (4 weeks)

4. Minibeast collage/models using scrap paper, card and cloth. Collages / models using natural or man-made materials based on the close observation of freshwater or terrestrial minibeasts.

5. Patterns in buildings. Drawing, painting or collage work based on patterns observed in and around Cliffe House and or the village.

6. Landscape mural. Drawing, painting or collage work based on the landscape around Cliffe House.

7. Natural paintings. Field sketches or still life sketches are colour washed using pigments from leaves, berries, flowers, earth and whatever else we can find in the environment.
8. Natural sculptures. Sculptures made from leaves of various shapes and colour or from other natural materials found within the grounds (after the style of Andy Goldsworthy). Where these cannot be moved a photographic record can be made to take back to school.

9. Tree sculptures. Make drawings of tree silhouettes and then try to capture the shapes observed in sculptural form using pipe cleaners, wire, straws, hessian, mod rock, etc. # (4 weeks)

8. Vegetable animal sculptures. Vegetable animals made from carved and joined root vegetables on a theme of either the children’s or the teacher’s choice. # (2 weeks)
9. Sculptor in residence. A local stone sculptor who works on commissions from private individuals, commercial organizations, NGOs and local authorities will also do workshops with schools. Children work in-groups of 4, design their work and then carve it in bas-relief. The sculptor will supply the chisels, mallets and goggles. The centre will arrange for the stone and disposable dust masks to be available. A recommended maximum is 24 children. Where groups are larger than this then we would need to discuss this with the sculptor; larger numbers may be possible with our high staff ratios.
# (1 term at least).
 
Costs: The sculptor charges £150/day.

There will be a cost for stone, probably about £100 (mostly transport           costs) but it may be possible to obtain funding from the LEA – Artist in Residence.
*New* Bushcraft. This activity may include shelter building, use of small tools such as bowsaws, fire safety and fire lighting, natural jewellery making (wrist bands, bracelets and necklaces) and can be a half day or whole day (lunch around the campfire or in their shelters) activity. Children usually work in groups of 3 to 5 and have to work cooperatively to complete their tasks. Due to the activities and size of the area used for this activity we try to keep group size down to a maximum of 24 children so for larger groups we would do two half days at different times during your stay.
